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PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Bulla, Clyde Robert Crowell 
THE VALENTINE CAT 8"x10"; cloth, smythe bound 


$3.00 


A stray black cat, a lonely young painter, and a gentle princess are the 
ingredients for this Valentine bonbon. Illustrated by Caldecott winner, Leonard 
Weisgard, in colored illustrations reminiscent of early American stenciling, this is 
a charming little story of separation and reunion. Sentimental? Yes. But then this 
is @ Valentine cat. (1/30) 


Unwin, Nora S. David McKay 
POQUITO 9 3/4"x6 1/2"; cloth - $2.75 


The ugly duckling is this time a duck in a brood of Mexican turkeys. The 
story, a time-tested one, gains new life here, thanks to Nora S. Unwin's pink, gray 
and white illustrations, which shed a lively new perspective on duckdom and on the 
peasant communities of Mexico. JLG. (3/? LC:59-5017) 


Neurath, Marie Sterling 
BETWEEN EARTH AND SKY 73x83; cloth, reenforced 
$2.00 


The phenomena which occur in and due to the earth's atmosphere are explored 
in this simply written, colorfully diagrammed text. Written for the very youngest 
student, Marie Neurath appreciates the wonder with which each natural manifestation 
is observed--snow, hail, the rainbow, thunder, clouds, mirage--and in primer-like 
directness provides a factual explanation of cause and effect. A good embarkation 
point for the study of science, the material of Between Earth and Sky is rooted 
solidly in the reader's daily experience. (1/26) 


EASY READING 


Hays, Wilma Pitchford Coward -McCann 
THE FOURTH OF JULY RAID $2.50 


Tom Morris is just a small boy during the Revolution, and it must be ad- 
mitted that on that afternoon in New Haven when the British approached, he is fright- 
ened. The part he plays in helping the Patriots makes this a special fourth of July 
for Tom, and gives him a lively appreciation of the Declaration of Independence. 

Easy readable language and a young, but plausible, hero makes this suitable material 
for those very young readers. Illustrated by Peter Burchard. ( H]tb 


Hays, Wilma Pitchford Little, Brown 
THE LITTLE HORSE THAT RACED A TRAIN 6"x8" cloth, smythe 
bound: $2.75 


Based on actual fact, this story by the author of Fourth of July Raid, 
Pilgrim Thanksgiving, and other books, tells the story of a runaway horse and the 
winter he spends, trapped by snow, on a Colorado mountain top. Young Elmer Horne's 
concern for the animal is contagious, and before long, anxious adults enlist the 
aid of television and a helicopter to keep the horse alive. When the snows thaw, 
various ranchers claim the horse, but it is to Elmer he is ultimately awarded. 
Illustrated in black and white by Wesley Dennis, an easy vocabulary is the vehicle 
for this valid little adventure. (3/26. LC:59-5281) 
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Holland, Marion Little, Brown 
5- 5/8"x8- 3/8; cloth, smythe bound 


THE SECRET HORSE $3.00 


Marion Holland, author of Wo Children, No Pets, and @ Tree for Teddy, turns 
now to the story of a small girl with a large obsession. Nickie, who lives outside Wash- 
ington, D.C., finds life hard to endure on a late June morning. There are only two things 
she really wants, and neither of these is to be hers. Camp is ruled out because of the 
femily budget; and horses, as far as her parents are concerned, are a dead issue. How 
Nickie, with the help of a friend, gets her horse, makes up a satisfying story with a 
good dose of therapeutic wish-fulfillment. Appealing illustrations by the author who 
shows an uncanny sympathy with small girls. (3/24. LC: 59-5270). 


McKim, Audrey Little, Brown 
5-3/8"x8"; cloth, smythe bound 


ANDY AND THE GOPHER $2.75 


Andy's life in rural Canada is restricted by a recent bout with polio. Dis- 
couraged and bored he all but succumbs to self-pity, when he meets Gully, an Irish ex- 
patriate, as whimsical a gopher as ever capered beneath the full moon of Knocknarea. 
With characteristic pluck, the gopher encourages Andy to participate in a pet-show and 
a soap-box derby. Confidence regained, the last vestiges of polio vanish. Illustrated 
by Ronni Solbert, Andy and the Gopher, Audrey McKim's third children's book, is a com- 
pact package of humor and adventure. (3/2lr). 4/23 


Baker, Charlotte David McKay 
LITTLE BROTHER $2.50 


John's early school years are interrupted by the arrival of a younger brother. 
His jealousy and resentment and the resolution of his problem are the core of this simple, 
but pertinent story for the beginning reader. It is through a puppy that John learns to 
understand his own predicament, for in teaching an older dog to accept the younger he 
experiences a dynamic object lesson which has direct bearing on his own life. The sib- 
ling problem, a vital one to many young children, made explicit and less bewildering by 
the author of Thomas, the Ship's Cat, The Green Poodles, The Venture of the Thunderbird 
and other books. Illustrated by the author. (3/%. LC: 59-5116). 


Williams-Ellis, Amabel Putnam 
, MAN AND THE GOOD EARTH $2.00 


For the young reader who lives in an atmosphere in which physics, chemistry 
and mechanics are of prime interest, Man and the Good Earth recalls to him the excite- 
ment, importance, and romance of natural growth. Simply written, seeking its examples 
from concrete and interesting circumstance, this book is dedicated to the soil--agri- 
culture, conservation, irrigation, forestry, animal husbandry--delineating the various 
careers involved and reminding the American student that one must care for the iand in 
order to keep it bountiful. A book that should appeal to the urban child who has much 
to learn here, and.to the rural child who will respond to this text with comfortable 


familiarity. (3ff. Ue: 59-6497 ). 
Williams-Ellis, Amabel Putnam 
UNKNOWN OCEAN $2.00 


The Unknown Ocean takes the young reader on an exploratory trip of one of the 
last remaining frontiers, the sea. Borrowing heavily from Cousteau, Heyerdahl, Beebe, 
and other men who have studied the ocean, the author introduces the young reader to the 
habits of the water, its manifestations, characteristics, and the various avenues by which 
it may be approached. With skin diving and underwater swimming becoming increasingly popu- 
lar sports, this book should find readers. Though it lacks the allure of the recently re- 
leased condensed version of Rachael Carson's The Sea Around Us, it does provide information 
regarding exploratory activities in which the young readers can participate, to some degree 
supplanting the Carson book at a lower age level. ( ae: 59-6496). 
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Graham, Janette Sargeant Dodd, Mead 
MADCAP JEANIE $3.00 


Little Jeanie's life in Victorian England was cozy and happy in spite of 
the fact that she was reputed to be something of a wild one. When Jeanie's minister 
father moves the family to Minnesota, Jeanie is resolved that she will be an example 
of perfection, learn to play the piano as beautifully as her sister, and be in every 
sense a proper young lady. Her resolution materializes, but it is the pioneering 
community and her effort to adjust to it which shows her the way, a way she has 
hardly anticipated. An ingratiating story with a vivid setting. Illustrated by 
Pelagie Doane. (3/16. LC:59-6188) 


Fry, Rosalie K. Dutton 
SECRET OF THE RON MOR SKERRY $2.50 


Ten-year-old Fiona takes a nostalgic journey back to the islands of 
Scotland and to the home of her grandparents. Filled with longing for the island 
life, Fiona happily leaves the smoky city to which in the last four years she has 
been exiled, believing that the old ways of the islanders are more sound than the 
hectic enterprises of her parents. And it is here in the Western isles in a mist of 
fantasy, lore, and possibility, she reclaims from the sea her lost brother, who as 
a child became a ward of the seals, totally adapted to the life of the ocean. A 
poetic story which rests heavily on the folk traditions of the Western Isles and 
which contains much of that poetry of language and conception native to the traditional 
Scots. JLG. (3/30. LC:59-5842) 


Vance, Marguerite Dut ton 
WILLIE JOE AND HIS SMALL CHANGE $2.50 


* Eleven year old Willie Joe, the runt of Glenwood plantation, has a wild 
dream to be a sea faring man. How, in the post-war South, he overcomes the indolence 
and vanity that is part of his tradition, and the effect that his dream has on the 
other member of his family-- ladylike Sue Bell, his ineffectual father, his assertive 
maiden aunt, his two n'er-do-well older brothers, and his tawdry, but well meaning 
stepmother---make up a gripping anc elegant story by the well known author, Marguerite 
Vance. Apart from the dramatic impact of the story which is considerable, it is 
refreshing to find an author with sufficient confidence in her reader to present a 
portrait in its entirety, allowing bitterness to offset the sweetness of her novel. 
Here is no la-de-da excursion through the land of cotton growers and magnolias, but a 
pointed recapitulation of a time and events which will draw more than one tear from 


its readers. (3/31. LC:59-5844) , 


Carter, Bruce Harper 
THE KIDNAPING OF KENSINGTON $2.75 


* Set in Brighton, England, in 1940, this is the story of what happens in a 
town when it is evacuated by its adult residents. Within the framework of the larger 
war between England and Germany is staged a smaller, but equally bitter conflict 
between the three Hartford children and the eight wild Foulshams. Their conflict over 
Kensington, a small rabbit, leads them into a series of adventures, not the least of 
which is their encounter with two war pilots, one, English, the other German. It is 
this incident which unites the two warring families and brings the story to its happy 
ending. As British as tea and crumpets, this fantasy has a gusto and genuineness 
that should recommend it to American as well as English children. And like all well 
told stories of its genre, at no point does it tax the reader's sense of credulity. 
The Hartfords and the Foulshams live, fully, excitingly, from the first to the last 
page. Illustrated by Walter C. Hodges. (3/18. LC:58-9776) 

' Lauritzen, Jonreed Little, Brown 
TREASURE OF THE HIGH COUNTRY $3.00 


* The pioneering Marriner family, Ridi, Michael, and Ten, of The Young 
Mustangers, Once again participate in another adventure of Arizona's Caraloma country. 
Their curiosity about a moon-eyed stranger and their belief in a fantastic breed of 
mountain creatures lead them high into the hills, where they confront a group of ruth- 
less outlaws. A first rate adventure story achieves exceptional stature here as a 
result of the author's evocative pose, imagination and sensitivity to locale. Drama- 
tically illustrated in black and white by Eric Von Schmidt. (3/30. LC:59-5282) 
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Scheinfeld, Amram Abelard-Schuman 
WHY YOU ARE YOU $3.50 


Written by the author of You and Heredity, this text, illustrated with the ae 
author's humorous drawings, introduces the grade-school student to biology. Anticipat- 
ing questions the growing child will ask, Amram Scheinfeld stays close to phenomena 
which the child, himself, has or will experience. His style is light, non-abstract, 
and reassuring and should help to provide the pre-adolescent with a wholesome inteilec- 
tual approach to those changes he will soon experience. (2/4. LC: 58-5789). 


Ault, Phil Dodd, Mead 
THIS IS THE DESERT $2.75 


The arid area of Southwestern United States occupies approximately one-sixth 
of this country. Spread over California, Arizona, New Mexico, Nevada, Utah, Wyoming, 
Oregon, Idaho, and Texas, this land hoids a treasure house of archaeological and geo- 
logical evidence. This Is the Desert makes a detailed investigation of the evidence of 
prehistoric animal, and vegetable life believed to have taken place there,and also treats 
the history of modern man in his various and often painful attempt to explore this treach- 
erous region. A fascinating story of the application of archaeology, one of primary in- 
terest to young citizens of the United States. (3/16. LC: 59-6137). 


Welis, Robert & Dodd, Mead 
> Lippman, Harvey WHAT DOES A JET PILOT DO $2.50 
‘ \“\ The title of this book promises“less than is actually delivered. Not only do 
the authors give a detailed account-of the training and functions of the jet pilot, but 
they go into considerable detaid on the mechanics of the jet. and of the various crafts 
now in use. A subject of considerable interest to even the most tepid aviation enthusi- 


ast, lucidly and clearly treated. (3/16. LC: 59-7230). 


Hutchins, Ross E. Rand McNally i 
INSECT BUILDERS AND CRAFTSMEN $2.95 


The complex industrial world of the insect community is examined in this il- 
luminating text. The ant, the bee, the hornet and the wasp are scrutinized in their 
various capacities, the elaborate tasks they perform examined and explained, and paral- 
lels are drawn between their enterprise and man's. A lucid and stimulating exposition 
of the remarkable faculties of the social insect. (3/30). 


‘ Roy 
THE BOY'S BOOK OF MODEL RAILWAYS $3.00 


A vast compendium of facts and aids for the model train enthusiast. Designed 
primarily for the younger modeller, it both acquaints him with the engineering data rela- 
tive to his hobby, and examines some elementary facts which govern the running of an 
actual railroad. Illustrated with drawings and diagrams, this text reaches encyclopedic 
proportions in its thoroughness and its accuracy in terms of construction and operation. 
English terminology and measurements may somewhat limit the market. (2/25. LC: 59-5633). 


Carter, Ernest F. 


Moore, Patrick \ Roy 
THE BOY'S; BOOK OF ASTRONOMY 3.00 


A handbook of astronomy, this text illustrated with over 150 diagrams, draw- 
ings, and phnotegraphs, not only introduces the young reader to the wonders of the skies, 
but provides him with a means of conducting his own investigations. A chapter on the 
observable changes in the skies prepares the reader for the dynamic quality of his 
subject. He is, in the next chapters, introduced to the procedures of astronomy, to e 
the various planets, the sun, moon, and stars, and finally brought up to date with a 
discussion of man-made sateliites. A reliable and generous fund of information. 
Appendix. (3/2. LC: 59-5655). 








January 15, 1959 Nine to Twelve- Non-fiction- cont'd. 41 (J-19) 


Snyder, Louis Watts 
THE FIRST BOOK OF THE SOVIET UNION $1.95 


Under constant scrutiny by the West, the Soviet Union is still a relative 
mystery to most young Americans. This book, extensively illustrated with photo- : 
graphs, attempts to give the American grade-school student some insight into contem- 
porary Russia and those historical facts which led up to its present status. Although 
there is a strong non-communist bias here, the author does give an explicit, if 
condensed, statement of the various communist theories--Lenin, Stalin--and does indi- 
cate some of the Czarist abuses which led to the overthrow of the old Russian regime. 
By no means definitive, but a stimulating introduction to further study on a level 
where, thus far, little material is available. (7?/ LC:58-10942) 


THIRTEEN TO FIFTEEN- FICTION 


Yager, Rosemary Caxton 
THE FOUR BRONZE HORSES $4.00 


Told from the point of view of a succession of teen-age boys, this is the 
fictional story of the four famous horses that stand over the doorway of the Basilica 
of San Marco in Venice, from the year 296 B.C. when they were made in Greece to the 
present day. Winners of the Chariot race in Olympiad 121, the horses were cast in 
bronze and set up in Olympia where they stayed until A.D. 68, when Nero carried them 
off to Rome; some 300 years later Constantine took them to his new city of Constanti- 
nople. Here they remained until 1205, when Doge Dandolo of Venice, fighting in the 
Fourth Crusade, captured them for his own city; in 1797 the arch-looter Napoleon 
kidnapped them and took them to Paris, but in 1815 they were again captured, this time 
by the Austrians, and returned to Venice where they stand today, although in World 
Wars I and II they went into temporary exile to avoid possible destruction. The story, 
exciting and instructive without extra adornment, is marred by a pedestrian and humor- 
less style and by lengthy and non-essential details of the lives of the various fiction- 
al characters. Illustrated. (2/21. LC:58-5329) 


Spittel, Richard L. Criterion 
SAVAGE ISLAND $3.50 


This novel of fourteen-year old Hans, a Dutch boy, shipwrecked on the island 
of Sengal, purports to carry the fascination of a Robinson Crusoe. It doesn't: 
There are interesting details here of Hans' adaptation to a solitarylife, his sub- 
sequent friendship with the natives, a relationship with a Buddhist priest, an intro- 
duction into the Europeanized court, and most important, his unique rapport with the 
wild creatures of the island. But the account of Hans' unusual adventures are told, 
mainly through straight narrative, even in cases where they could better be dramatized, 
giving the whole adventure a somewhat academic tone. (2/30. LC:59-6129) 


Walters, Hugh Criterion 
MENACE FROM THE MOON $3.50 


* A tense, action packed thriller, with the hero, Chris, catapulting into 
the atmosphere in a desperate effort to save earth from lethal rays which originate 
from the moon. Despite the trauma which the young Englishman has suffered in a 
previous rocket journey, he complies with his uncle's request to undertake the dan- 
gerous mission, only to find, once he is launched, that his death is preordained. 
Hugh Walter achieves remarkable intensity in this fantasy, limiting the range of 
time, place, action, and conceit, and endowing the radius of his fiction with the 
maximum excitement and atmosphere. Discriminatingly written. (2/20. LC :59-6130) 
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Holden, John John Day 
THE RATTLESNAKE GOD $3.00 


Set in the year 1440 in Yucutan, this is the story of the Mayans under domina- 
tion of the barbarous Aztecs. The heroine, a beautiful young virgin, is about to be 
sacrificed to the cruel Aztec god, but is saved by a brave young Mayan athlete who loves 
her. The background of Mexican history is interesting, but emerges here as a rather in- 
substantial covering on what is essentially a routine teen age romance. Illustrated by 
Albert Orbaan. (3/4. ) 


Lawson, Patrick Dodd, Mead 
PATTY LYNN, DAUGHTER OF THE RANGERS $2.75 


Teen-aged Patty Lynn acknowledges no life other than that which being the 
daughter of a forester stationed at Yosemite allows her. She revels in the freedom, 
the activity, and above all the beauty of the park, and when a confused city boy becomes 
a semi-permanent member of the reservation, she is militantly scornful of his contempt 
for her world. But a year brings greater dimension to both young people--adventure, 
introspection, and the mutual wish to check a dreaded tree disease--bind Lynn with the 
stranger in whose growth her own is reflected. The standard formula of hostility and 
dramatic conciliation are bolstered here by detail of life on a reservation and by 
several hair raising episodes. (3/16. LC: 59-6602). 


Reeder, Colonel “Red" Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
ATTACK AT FORT LOOKOUT $3.00 


Once again Colonel Reeder writes an adventure story in which the hero is a 
West Point man. The young Second Lieutenant of this novel performs his deeds of daring 
and valor at the early part of the last century as he braves the hardships of the Pacific 
Northwest--hostile Indians, rigorous military discipline, and intrigue within the ranks. 
Colonel Reeder, after his last West Point adventure, is on the up swing, writing with & 


enthusiasm and color of the ordeal of Lieutenant Raeburn, a character based on an actual 
military hero. (3/19. LC: 59-5560). 


Allen, Elizabeth Dutton 
THE IN-BETWEEN $2.75 


Fifteen-year-old Lynn Richard's intellectual precocity brings her bountiful 
academic rewards, but being beyond her age level in high school complicates her social 
life. Socially, too immature for her classmates, but intellectually too old for other 
fifteen-year olds, she lives in outer space, looking wistfully at her well-adjusted older 
sister, covetously at her sister's irresponsible fiance, Bill. Her little griefs and the 
ensuing year bring changes in Lynn and in the community in which she lives, and at sixteen, 
she is a more resolved, fulfilled individual. A conventional story, which demands little 
of the teen-age reader, but which bases its appeal on its sensible manoeuvering of chronic 
adolescent disorders. (3/30). 


Dahl, Borghild Dutton 
STOWAWAY TO AMERICA $3.00 


A Norwegian orphan girl leaves her homeland in the early nineteenth century and 
stows away to America. Her ordeals, her hopes, and the final realization of her dreams 
make up the bulk of this “happily ever after" novel. Some distinction is gained here in 
the exposition of colonial life in upper New York State's Norwegian colony, the examination 
of internal problems at that time prevalent in Norway, and the convincing treatment of the 
heroine's emotions. (3/30. LC: 59-5847). 


Lambert, Janet Dutton e 
FOR EACH OTHER $2.75 


The Campbells, fifteen-year-old Josie and her lovely older sister, Sandra, of 
The Precious Days, find life in Haiti enticing. Josie adores her beautiful sister and 
her whimsical parents, but wishes for a companion of her own age, to relieve the quiet- 
ness of a Haiti deserted by tourists who have fled the current political crisis. When 
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Scott Maitland comes into the Campbell orbit, at first, Josie welcomes him, only to 
regret her impetuousness when he turns out to totaily lack enthusiasm. Conditions 

in Haiti grow progressively menacing and finally, Scott, the Campbell sisters, and 
Sandra's ardent and wealthy admirer flee to the states. Josie's indifference to 

Scott grows into antagonism which is finally resolved through her and Sandra's greater 
self understanding. An entertaining story of little real content, which flippantly © 
treats the political unrest in Haiti, using it as a vague backdrop rather than as a 
context of importance and timeliness. (3/30. LC: 59-5846) 


Yefromov, Ivan Houghton, Mifflin 
LAND OF FOAM $3.50 


* An unusual novel, written by a Soviet scientist and first published for 

young readers in Russia. This story of Pandion, a young Greek sculptor takes place 
in the pre-Classic period of Greek culture. Pandion's dedication to his art strongly 
suggests the fierceness of the warrior spirit, as he sets out to the dangerous land 
of Crete in order to pursue his study. Slavery, vicious combat, and exile are his 
lot as he unflinchingly endures his exile which finally takes him to Africa. There 
is much scholarly material here dealing with ancient cultures. The author suggests 
eroticism, but only within a framework of historical and anthropological detail, 
giving his story a force quite foreign to the usual teen-age “moonlight and roses" 
genre. Taken in context of what is generally available for the young reader, Land 
of Foam represents a healthy departure, but in an absolute sense, there is a stiffness 
here which may be a result of the translation--an academic, pseudo formality--which 
indicates the mannered approach of an academician rather than the vigorous, emotionally 
convincing conception of a novelist. Despite this, there is enough here, both in 
terms of history and thought to make it an important book for the young reader. (3/16. 
LC: 59-5196) | 

Clark, Roger W. Little, Brown 

RIDE THE WHITE TIGER $3.00 


Based on the actual experiences of Kim, the illustrator of this book, and 
told in fiction form by his adopted G.I. father, this is the story of a Korean family 
during the communist invasion. When Kim's father dies he is catapulted from the easy 
life of adolescence into the full responsibility of adulthood. Bred in the Oriental 3 
tradition of filial piety, his load is heavy, but against the obstacles of hunger and 
fear, Kim leads his family to safety. His growth during the Korean crisis, and his 
love for an American soldier killed in battle, bring him to a dual perspective, a firm 
belief in the traditional ways and a sense of impending and promising change. A 
timely episode which reads with the genuine excitement of fast-paced journalism. (3/25. 
LC: 59-5278) 

Nourse, Alan E. McKay 

SCAVENGERS IN SPACE $2.75 


The threat of over-popuiation is one which has alarmed even the most ardent 
realists. In this fantasy, projected many years into the future, earth, having become 
overpopulated, has already expanded to other planets. And it is on Mars, a base from 
which man conducts his interplanetary mining expeditions, that earth's hope for ex- ihe 
pansion are nearly defeated. Into the battle for living-space come Greg and Tom, the 
twin sons of a famous scientist-prospector, who rescue their father's discovery of a 
vehicle to the stars from the hands of unscrupulous opportunists. A well conceived, 
if rather bleakly mechanical, universe is provided here for those who like their who- 
dun-its colored by astral rays and reflections from outer space. (3/? LC: 59-5114) 


Atwater, Montgomery M. Random House 
THE SKI LODGE MYSTERY $2.95 


Brad Davis who acquitted himself for courage and daring in the author's 
Avalanche Patrol once more shows his mettle on the ski covered slopes of Western United 
States. This time uranium is the stake and Brad's fearless courage is pitted against | 
an ace skiier whose heart works like a geiger counter, and who diabolically uses the 
treacherous conditions of the mountains to eliminate competition. It's a certainty 
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from page one that Brad will get his man, but the manoeuvering in between allows the 
author much scope for an exposition of the skiing life and the workings of the Avalanche 
Patrol. A contrived adventure prettied up with snow flakes. (3/27. LC:59-5516) 


Chipperfield, Joseph E. Roy 
THE STORY OF A GREAT SHIP $3.00 


* Joseph Chipperfield, author of Dark Fury and other animal stories, in telling 
the story of the Titanic creates an atmosphere of suspense, pathos and tragedy. Using a 
young Irish ship worker as a central character, he follows the career of the ship from 
its construction, through its sensational launching, to its violently concluded maiden 
voyage. Forebodings of disaster haunt the wake of the J7itanic despite its reputation of 
being the “unsinkable ship", and Joseph Chipperfield's portrayal of her final hour, poised, 
stern at a ninety degree angle to the Northern Sea, stark against a cold, brilliant sky, 
is a gripping climax to this vivid and penetrating book. Illustrated in black and white 
by Charles King. (2/23. LC:59-5586) 


O'Connor, Patrick Ives Washburn 
THE FIVE-DOLLAR WATCH MYSTERY $2.95 


Chuck Sooner, a San Francisco cub reporter, made his debut in The Watermelon 
Mystery. In this his latest adventure he loses none of his characteristic sharpness or 
tenacity. Intrigued by a suicide story involving a German refugee, Chuck tracks down a 
fiendish murderer, reunites a DP family, and generally acquits himself with brilliance. 
A straightforward Whodunit is well written, action packed, and refreshingly without pre- 
tension. Slick, professional, and entertaining, Patrick O'Connor does not flirt with 
vulgarity, but maintains an economic and tasteful style. (3/7) 


Pallas, Norvin Ives Washburn 
THE STOLEN PLANS MYSTERY $2.95 


Once again Ted Wilford of The Counterfeit Mystery and The Singing Trees Mystery 
combines journalism with sleuthing, this time with the aid of a mechanical brain named 
Lulu. When a series of petty thefts takes place, the finger of suspicion seems to point 
to Santa Claus himself. Ted's exoneration of the kindly old man leads him into a maze 
of pre-psychosis and blackmail, but the story ends on a true Christmas note with altruism 
in the lead. A wholesome hero, a cleverly tangled mystery, and some nice detail about the 
workings of a small town paper salvage this mystery from the limbo of purely mechanical 
serial fiction. (3/7) 


THIRTEEN TO FIFTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Bartlett, Robert Merrill Crowell 
THE STAND INVINCIBLE: Men Who are Reshaping Our World $3.50 


A series of biographies on contemporary figures who have made an outstanding 
spiritual contribution. Kagawa, Vinobe Bhave, Schweitzer, James Yen, Raphael Lemkin, 
Abbe Pierre,Arther Compton, Alan Paton, Taha Hussein, Odd Nansen, Von Thadden-Trieglaff, 
Martin uutner King. For the most part these are men whose names are perhaps familiar, but 
whose specific contributions are not. Somewhat lacking in luster, but compact and infor- 
mative. (3/15) 


Clymer, Eleanor & Dodd, Mead 
Erlich, Lillian MODERN AMERICAN CAREER WOMEN $3.00 


A helpful and exciting account of American women and the careers they pursued 
with outstanding success. In the biographies of such women as Lillian Moller, Dean 
Gildersleeve, Frances Perkins, Anne O'Hare McCormick, Georgia O'Keefe, and others, not 
only are lives of unusual interest explored, but the young readers to whom this book is 
addressed are given an encouraging perspective of those professions which are, at least 
in this country, open to women. (3/16. LC:59-6873) 
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Ober johann, Heinrich Dutton 
MY BEST FRIENDS ARE APES $2.95 


* Illustrated with photographs, this adventure into the world of apes, by a 
noted ape trainer,is at once provoking and riotously entertaining. Recalling his 
relationships with three animals over an extended period of time, the author, by 
means of carefully accounted anecdotes, evokes personalities to rival the most skill- 
ful portraits of human beings. The ape, a tender, sensitive, often capricious 
creature, is the foster child of Heinrich Oberjohann, and to those who have pondered 
to what extent the simian's alleged personality is merely the result of human pro- 
jection and parrot-like trickery, this is an eloquent answer, ripe with psycho- 
biological implications. A rewarding book for teen-agers and adults. (3/5. 1C:58- 
9578) 

Chase, Virginia Little, Brown 
THE KNIGHT OF THE GOLDEN FLEECE $3.50 


Born in 1651, the twenty-first son of a Maine pioneer family, William Phips 
was determined from childhood to blaze a brilliant career for himself. This he did, 
first as a shipbuilder, later as a treasure hunter, and finally as the governor of 
colonial Massachusetts. His life, a colorful one, was tightly interwoven with local 
and international history- King William's French and Indian Wars, the persecution of 
witches in Salem, the fight for the charter of the Massachusetts colony. He was 
closely involved with the Mathers, both as an ally and an opponent, and in 1694, he 
was called to England to face certain charges and died there before his trial. Too 
blandly written a biography, of interest primarily for the factual material it con- 
tains. (3/23. LC:59-5290) 


Garst, Shannon and Warren Messner 
ERNEST THOMPSON SETON: VATURALIST $2.95 


Ernest Thompson Seton, from his early childhood days in Canada, dreamed of 


spending his life out of doors. His father, a tyrant, mocked at his son's dream, and 
Seton's frail health would have discouraged a less dedicated youth. But despite this, 
by the 1880's he was well embarked on his career of writer, artist, and naturalist. 
His active life, his marriages, one successful, one a disaster, and his fundamental 
role in the American Boy Scout Organization indicate a man of singular determination 
and energy. Such is the portrait presented here in this mildly entertaining, highly 
factual biography. (3/2, LC:59-7012) 


Steinberg, Alfred Putnam 
ELEANOR ROOSEVELT $2.00 


* Alfred Steinberg, whose recent biography, Mrs. R., was well received as an 
adult book, now writes of this unusual woman on a level geared to teen-agers. The 
book gives a sympathetic picture of Mrs. Roosevelt as an individual--a plain- looking 
child, harassed by a beautiful mother, deserted by an unstable father whom she adored, 
dictated to by a tyrannical grandmother, and later by an authoritarian mother-in-law, 
bent under the weight o1 ner duties to her invalid husband and her own duties as an 
active participant in affairs of state--but it also allows a comprehensive glance at 
American politics throughout the administration of Franklin D. Roosevelt. Although 
the author's previous biography of Eleanor Roosevelt is also suitable material for the 
young reader, this shorter version of her life fills a need for those who would prefer 
a condensed version. Illustrated by Andre LeBlanc. a 

: { 


Miers, Earl Schenck . Rand McNally 
BILLY YANK AND JOHNNY REB $3.50 


* Earl Schenck Miers, author of Monkey. Shines, Touchdown Twins, and several 
adult books, writes here a panoramic expositio. of the Civil War. Full in historical 
detail, this book has as its heroes, the North and South. Flexible as they are grand, 
Billy Yank and Johnny Reb emerge as forces rather than as personifications. The ardor 
of patriotism, the conviction in principle, the youthful fever to win are theirs as 
they take giant strides across the events of the war between the states, unhampered by 
trivial personality considerations. In the hands of a less skillful author, this 
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device would de-animate the book. As it stands, it gains stature from the lack of de- 

tailed personification, the heroes freely ranging the sweep of history wherever their 

cause is at stake. A vigorous documentary, a drama of causes which is free from senti- & 
mentalization and which imbues this often treated subject with a new verve and excite- 

ment. Illustrated by Leonard Vosburgh. (3/16). 


Calder, Nigel Roy- Progress of Science 
RADIO ASTRONOMY $2.50 


* Tllustrated with photographs and diagrams, this book, written by a physicist, 
introduces the reader to an area of research which is generally unfamiliar, but essential 
to our research of outer space. Going into considerable detail about the mechanics of 
radio detection and the geography of the galaxies, Radio Astronomy initiates the young 
scientist into a fascinating realm of investigation, and in a final chapter suggests 
where he may find a profession within this field. Index. Bibliography. (2/23.LC:59-5585). 


Leach, Gerald Roy- Progress of Science 
, THE NEW MATERIALS $2.50 


* An expanding scientific prowess demands the expansion of tools and materials 
with which to work. In this fully illustrated book, the author uses photographs, dia- 
grams, and a clearly written text to inform the young reader of the strides being made 
in laboratories toward the development of such new material. Not only are they listed, 
but their properties and uses are explained in terms of chemistry and physics. A book 
rich in meaningful material. Index. Bibliography. (2/23. LC: 59-5584). 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 
Caldwell, Taylor Doubleday 
DEAR AND GLORIOUS PHYSICIAN $3.95 


A wonderful story, drawn from many sources, is based on a subject on which the e 
author has worked most of her life. An account of Luke, his dedication to the art of 
medicine, his spiritual development. Besides a moving portrayal of Luke, Vear and Glorious 
Physician offers an authentic picture of the Greek and Roman world and of its people. 

A deft interweaving of the Gospels and the author's own perceptions, culminating with 
the meeting with Mary. (Full report on page 17.) (3/2. LC: 58-12032). 


Masters, John Harper 
FANDANGO ROCK $4.50 


With a dual love story as its core, this is a provocative novel of traditional 
Spain and of the Americans who live there. Conflict--the formal Spanish way of life 
versus the casual American, Protestantism versus Catholicism, faith versus skepticism-- 
detailed descriptions of bull fights, and a good picture of contemporary Spain, render 
this departure from the author's general style and mood a rewarding reading experience. 
(Full report on page 15.) (2/18. LC: 58-1271). 


Giles, Janice Holt Houghton Mifflin 
THE LAND BEYOND THE MOUNTAINS $3.75 


The story here is of Cass Cartwright, his personal struggle and the role he 
plays in the development of Kentucky. The love of an orphan girl for Cass, his wife's 
indifference to him, her subsequent suicide, are woven into a sturdy fabric of histori- 
cal and pioneer detail, emerging in a solid narrative that should be welcomed by those 
fans of Janice Giles' earlier books. (Full report on page 19.) (3/4. LC: 58-9062). 


"Miss Read" Houghton Mifflin 
STORM IN THE VILLAGE $3.50 es 


When the Atomic Energy Authority decides to put a housing development on old 
Mr. Miller's field, the very rural, very English villages of Fairacre and Beach Green 
nearly blow their thatched roofs. Not as gently satirical as its predecessors, this 
continuation of the annals of an English village displays the same charm, humor and 
feeling for country life and should please "Miss Read's" followers. (Full report on 


page 34.) (3/5. LC: 59-5848). 
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Rooke, Daphne Houghton Mifflin 
BETI $3.00 


A tale of the East--mysterious disappearances, abductions, the routing of 
wrong by right. Larki, a well brought up Indian girl keeps the image of her cousin, 
Beti, who was kidnapped in the 1947 riots, as her cherished companion. Beti's re- 
turn and the subsequent complications which evolve are described with childlike de- 
light. A remote world takes hold in an intimate atmosphere that mitigates against 
its melodrama. Full report on p. 18. (3/2. LC:59-6055) 


Beaty, David Morrow 
CONE OF SILENCE $3.95 


Civil aviation's conquest of the air is the montage here for a sleek. Fig 
romantic novel. With the background of conflict and company politics, and tense 
navigational sequences, there'is an exciting romance. A knowledgeable handling of 
a story which has its inherent and insistent drama, this is probably Beaty's best 
book; it may well and justifiably be his best. Full report on p. 22. (3/? LC:58-10566) 


Williams, Jay Random House 
SOLOMON AND SHEBA $3.95 


An absorbing novel built around the Old Testament story of the struggle 
for the accession to the throne of David. To a point Jay Williams builds his story 
on the basis of Aings and Chronicles, but his expansion of the Biblical version's 
treatment of Sheba gives the famous queen a new dimension. Lively, well researched, 
absorbing. Full report on p. 18. (3/2. LC:59-5708) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Payne, Robert Funk & Wagnalls 
THE GOLD OF TROY | $3.95 


Unevenly written, but of fascinating content, this book by an author steeped 
in the lore of Homer and Greece tells the story of Heinrich Schliemann and his dis- 
coveries at Troy and Mycenae. Writing of this incredible man, the author makes little 
attempt at interpretation of character and uses a style heavy with cliches; telling 
the story of Troy and Mycenae as revealed by Homer and Schliemann's discoveries, he 
forgets pedantry and approaches poetry; this part of the book is by far the best. in 
spite of the unevenness of the book, it should have a wide appeal to armchair excava- 4 
tors and amateur archeologists, to lovers of Homer and ancient Greece, and of modern , 
biography. Full report on p. 27. (2/18. LC:58-11361) 


Fritzen, D. K. Harper 
THE ROCK-HUNTER'S FIELD MANUAL $2.95 


For the collector, a handbook for this hobby which is rapidly gaining en- 
thusiasts. Basic information about equipment, locale for finding specimens, types 
of rocks, the chemistry of minerals and their uses, and an excellent color key system 
under which the minerals are arranged alphabetically--by color. For those who would 
"take to the hills" more profitably. Full report on p. 30. (2/18. LC:58-13811) 


Hoyt, John McGraw-Hill 
AS THE PRO FLIES $4.95 


A professional pilot, the author here provides a work book for the private 
flier as well as the commercial in which bad habits, right and wrong ways of flying 
techniques, and the finer points of expert flying are discussed. For those with new 
wings as well as those who want to keep their skill at a high level, this should have 
@ recognizable audience. Full report on p. 3l. (2/23) 


Lansing, Alfred 1) k _. McGraw-Hill 

ENDURANCE Piling 4 /] $4.50 
Adventure handled with professional deftness, this is an absorbing account 

of Ernest Shackleton's third expedition to Antarctica. Encounters with wild animals, 


constant threat of ice-crushes and drifts, hunger, and cold marked this expedition which 
began in 1914 and lasted for seventeen months. Recounted here in vivid detail must 
for those who favor first rate, true adventure books. Full report on p. 27. (2/23) 
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Brindze, Ruthe-/. Prentice-Hall 
THE EXPERTS' BOOK OF BOATING $5.95 e 


A one volume library of expert testimony, this includes selections from Loomis, 
Calahan, Stanford, Moffat and many others on their specialties. Sails, outboard and in- 
board engines, ropes, compasses, first aid, and all other matter pertinent to boating. 
For all skippers and their crews, for club libraries and boat owners, a worthwhile and 
animated anthology. Illustrated. (2/20.) 


"ELIGIOUS JUVENTLES 


Denker, Henry , Crowell 
THAT FIRST EASTER $3.00 


The Easter story is observed through the eyes of Daniel, the nephew of the 
Apostle Peter. There is no doubt that this is one of the greatest stories ever recorded, 
but in this version, which is merely a retelling of the main episodes connected with Palm 
Sunday, the crucifixion, and the resurrection, the author somehow contrives to diminish 
the essential quality of wonder and spirituality. It is still a good story but ona 
level far below its potentials. The device of using Daniel as a focal point for the pur- 
pose of giving the young reader a child's vantage point, is in principle a good one, but 
as it works out here, Daniel, as a character, is so undefined as to render little interest 
to the story. Adequate, orthodox, but totally uninspired. (2/15). 


Abrahams, Robert D. Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
THE UNCOMMON SOLDIER: $2.95 
The Story of Alfred Mordecai 


This is a fictionalized biography of Alfred Mordecai, the youngest son of an 
early 19th century Jewish family equally devoted to its Hebrew tradition and the ideals & 
of’ the American Republic. From earliest years, Alfred felt called to be a soldier, though 
his family would have preferred him to be a scholar. He eventually went to West Point, 
became a mathematics professor, and after his commission a professor of philosophy at the 
famous military institution. Later he codified army law into The Digest of Military Law 
and was always held in high honor as a scholar and military man by the Army. Captain 
Mordecai finally retired from the Army when he was faced with the possibility of his 
fighting on the side of the South with his own son fighting on that of the North. The 
stress throughout is on the compatibility of Jewish and American ideals, the patriotism 
manifested in the Mordecai family and the value for America of the ethical ideals of 
Judaism. It is written in a style that should sustain the interest of the young reader. 
(February. LC: 59-5578). 


Merriam, Eve Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
VOICE OF LIBERTY: Zhe Story of Emma Lazarus $2.95 ° 


The story of a woman with a great heart, this volume constitutes a fiction- 
alized biography of the Jewish patriot whose lines are immortalized on the base of the 
Statue of Liberty. A brilliant poet and prose writer, Emma Lazarus championed the cause 
of the Jewish refugees from Russian persecution and fought an intellectual and active 
battle against the forces of anti-Semitism in this country until she died of cancer, to 
the great grief of all who knew and admired her, in 1887. The theme of America as the 
hope of the oppressed of other lands was dominant in this woman's life as was also her 
pride in being a Jew. The author paints her subject in a moving, clear and dramatic 
way, that should prove interesting and inspiring to her young readers. (February. 


LC: 59-6067). & 
PLEASK VOT THESE CHANGES OF TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


804 (J-250) Wolfe, Louis- LET'S GO TO A CITY HALL- from 12/15 to 1/30 (Putnam) 
906 (J-270) Crisp, Frank- THE SEA APE- price from $3.00 to $3.50 (Coward-McCann) 





